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HIGH PRODUCTION, HIGH QUALITY PASTURE AND
SILAGE, FROM SUPER MIX ANNUAL RYEGRASSES

PROGROW ANNUAL RYEGRASS
Ryan and Steve Scott with Cedric Getley in front of last year's stack silage. The cover is held down by more than 3000 tyres.

With 620 hectares at Boyanup
supporting 1500 head of dairy and beef
cattle, Steve Scott runs an intensive
operation.

Steve and wife Lynn, his mother, Joan
and sons Ryan and Wade are not
aiming solely at maximising production
from the dairy herd, but maximising the
return on each dollar spent on the
property.

The dairy herd peaks at 480 cows but
the rearing of calves has become an
important sideline in recent years and
the mixed farming operation indicates a
move away from a single focus on milk
production.

"There is a cost associated with
producing each additional litre of milk
and we are looking to produce at an
optimum level," Steve explains.

"That level looks to be dropping and in
our situation is probably 7,500 litres per
lactation."

Pasture production is crucial to the
success of the beef and dairy
enterprises.

"The high stocking rates - usually 150
to 200 head per mob - demand good
plant densities and pasture
management for grazing and fodder
conservation," Steve says.

Having had some bad experiences
with bloat from clover-dominant pasture,
he concentrates exclusively on
ryegrasses and sows CRT Supermix,
which is principally diploid varieties of
annual ryegrass.

"We have gone away from tetraploids
because they can get away from you in

the spring and the high moisture content
can be a problem in silage production,
resulting in lower quality feed," he
explains.

"There looks to be a lot of good green
growth with the tetraploid varieties but
by mid November there is not a lot left in
quality terms.

"The newer ryegrass varieties perform
over a longer season and regrow with
moisture later in spring."

Steve says he is learning how to feed
the ryegrass pastures properly and
maximise natural seed set.

He dry sows the sandy sites around
Anzac Day using a 20 run Shearer
Trashworker with knife points which
leaves a furrow for harvesting water.
Previously he worked on a sowing rate

of 12 - 15kg/ha but in recent years he
has increased the rate to 20kg/ha.

The Scott's buy in 1300 tonne of
grain, 500 tonne of cereal hay and make
2000 wet tonnes of stack silage from
130ha of pasture and 1200 round bale
silage rolls from a further 120ha of
pasture.

About 50% of the area cut for stack
silage is over sown with the CRT
Supermix to maintain plant density.

Conservation paddocks generally
receive 100kg/ha of Muriate of Potash
and 200kg/ha of Sulphate of Ammonia
before being shut up for six weeks.

Steve admits there is always a trade-
off when 'locking paddocks up' between
pasture quantity and quality but he
usually expects to cut 4 tonne/ha on

about October 25 for stack silage.

"We then delay grazing until late
December in order to set these
paddocks up for the following season,"
he explains.

Last season's round bale silage
tested very well, with metabolisable
energy 11MJ/kg DM and crude protein
at 14-15%, while the stack silage
showed energy of 9MJ/kg DM, crude
protein of 9-10% and two dry matter
readings of 33% and 42%.

Steve used an additive in the stack
silage for the first time this year and
believes the stack was drier with less
loss at the surface owing to oxidation
during the four days taken to fill the
stack.

A successful Progrow annual ryegrass pasture at Gingin in
October 2004.

Progrow Annual Ryegrass, for
Highly Productive Pasture

Progrow annual ryegrass is a proven variety in Western Australia
that has performed very well for a number of years across a wide
range of soil types and management conditions.

Progrow being a Westerwolds type has very quick seedling
emergence and can be sown into areas where early watering
practises are adopted offering increased early production.

The main attributes of Progrow  annual ryegrass are:
1. Excellent winter and spring production
2. Has tolerance to some waterlogging
3. High quality forage, hay and silage
4. Can withstand hard grazing due to more prostrate growth habit

than other annual ryegrasses
5. Suited where longer season growing season available
6. Suited silage or hay

Progrow annual ryegrass with its quick seedling emergence and
prostrate growth habit could be used where farmers are looking to
reduce Wimmera populations for the later introduction of Safeguard
ARGT resistant ryegrass.

By sowing at the break Progrow annual ryegrass will establish very
quickly and compete aggressively with the local Wimmera. Once
established it can be grazed in a rotational grazing system
throughout the winter and spring period, allowing grazing animals to
eat the reproductive heads of the Wimmera therefore reducing seed
set whilst producing a large quantity of high quality forage, achieving
a two fold benefit.

The pasture can be grazed completely out over the late spring
early summer period so a minimal amount of reseeding will occur
therefore reducing the following years Wimmera population.

Progrow recommended sowing rate: minimum of 20 and up to 30
kgs kgs/ha plus accompanying clovers. (Increased sowing rates will
increase pasture production where supported with increased
fertiliser).

ROPER PERENNIAL
RYEGRASS
Roper Perennial Ryegrass can work as an annual or
perennial
Roper perennial ryegrass has been selected from an early flowering
Kangaroo Valley ryegrass that exhibits very good dry matter production
over a range of soil types and management systems within Western
Australia.
Roper, can be used in a range of rotational grazing systems including
irrigation and dryland. Where sown as a dryland pasture option, Roper
can be managed like an annual offering the opportunity to have a
reseeding pasture that may persist over a number of years.

The main attributes of Roper perennial ryegrass are:
1. High seedling vigour provides strong winter and spring growth
2. Up to 133% more roots than other perennial ryegrass varieties 62
days after sowing, (refer graph below)
3. Increased root depth will reduce plant pulling
4. Ability to reseed under a range of conditions
5. Suits wide range of soil types
6. Widespread use from Esperance to North Hampton

Where Roper is sown into non irrigated areas and will not survive the
summer it should be allowed to set seed in the spring so that there
will be adequate seed for germination in the following autumn.
Roper is a proven variety in WA and has been sown into a wide range
of farming systems and growing conditions across the state over the
previous 12 years. It is the first choice option for beef and sheep
farmers and will perform well into the marginal dairy areas where
appropriate management practises are adopted.
Recommended sowing rates: Roper perennial ryegrass 20 to 30
kgs/ha plus clovers.


