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Roper  Perennial Ryegrass
Producing high yielding high
quality pasture in Boyup Brook
Under a well managed grazing system in Boyup
Brook, Roper and Camel perennial ryegrasses
plus Riverina sub clover are producing up to14,
500 kgs/SDM/ha per anum.
Despite the very difficult spring conditions with
limited September rainfall last year, cuts of
silage were producing on average, 25 rolls of
silage per ha each weighing around 500 kgs at
9.5MJ/Kg and 11.1% protein.
To optimise pasture production grazing
management operates around a set stocking
system that is adjusted depending on growth
rates on individual paddocks with paddocks
being closed for silage or hay as the spring
progresses.
One of the key attributes of Roper is that it has
a secondary heading mechanism, and last year
after taking hay off the lighter paddocks there

was a noticeable quantity of seed heads
appearing across entire paddocks which lead to
a successful seed set.

After the break seedling generation is extremely
vigorous and the roots appear to be able to
keep up with any receding moisture down the
soil profile, which other ryegrasses are unable
to do.

Two weeks after the opening autumn rains last
year they were able to stop hand feeding
animals as there was sufficient pasture
production.

In the Boyup Brook area over the last three
years Roper perennial ryegrass with its deeper
root structure has survived through the summer
period as vegetative plants.

However further north of Boyup Brook where
perennial ryegrass will not survive the summer
Roper can work as an annual if conditions allow.

Some additional attributes of Roper perennial
ryegrass are:

1. High seedling vigour provides strong winter
and spring growth

2. Up to 133% more roots than other perennial
ryegrass varieties 62 days after sowing, (refer
graph below)

3. Increased root depth will reduce plant pulling
4. Ability to reseed under a range of conditions
5. Suits wide range of soil types
6. Widespread use from Esperance to North

Hampton
The graph (right) shows the rapid root
development in the early growth stages of
Roper.
Roper is a proven variety in WA and has been
sown into a wide range of farming systems and
growing conditions across the state over the
previous 15 years. It is the first choice option for
beef and sheep farmers and will perform well
into the marginal dairy areas where appropriate
management practises are adopted.
Recommended sowing rates: Roper perennial
ryegrass 20 to 30 kgs/ha plus clovers.

Roper perennial ryegrass set up for seed set at Waroona in October 2003

Seeding Root growth in first 65 days

Source: Glenn Innes Agricultural
Research Station NSW
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William and Brad Lewis with Luke Marquis
discussing pasture management of the Camel

perennial ryegrass .

Camel  Perennial Ryegrass
Adding value to a Merino stud
enterprise in 450mm rainfall
Fleming Grove Merino Stud principals, Peter
Lewis with sons Brad and Wayne have some
clear goals in sight.

They want to cut 9kg of  21 micron wool from
their 7000 Merinos.

With 4800ha near Gibson and Scaddan, north
of Esperance and an annual rainfall of 450mm,
Brad says a consistent supply of quality green
feed is the key.

Serradella and clover has been sown in the
past, together with veldt, sorghum and lucerne,
but the family has now turned to Camel
perennial ryegrass to address the autumn feed
gap.

•Lambing begins in late March and we need a
pasture that will bolt away with the first rains
and give us green feed right through from mid

April,Ž Brad said.
•Perennial pastures will become an important
part of our longer term pasture improvement
program because they are already established
and respond quickly to opening rains.

 •We haven't had a lot of luck with Cadiz coming
back in subsequent years and although we
usually get rain in March and April, clover does
not persist with false breaks.Ž

Last year a 45ha area was sown to Camel
perennial ryegrass at 5kg/ha with 10kg/ha of
Cadiz and 40kg/ha of AgRich fertiliser.

Brad said the growth was impressive and 500
sheep on one 10ha paddock could not keep on
top of it.

•Because we have to keep certain mobs of
sheep separate we couldn't get a big enough
mob to graze the area and had to slash it to
keep it under control,Ž he said.

CSBP and Landmark trialled four rates of  Flexi
N on the Camel ryegrass pasture.

A single application of  Flexi N or Flexi NK was
applied early in spring at either 50 litres, 100
litres, 200 litres or 400 litres per hectare.

The Landmark agronomist reckons the growth
response from the  liquid fertiliser was very
visual. •Where we applied 400 litres/ha, the

growth and subsequent dry matter was
phenomenal,Ž he said.
The Camel ryegrass pasture was top dressed
with 100kg of Super this year and the Lewis'
were hopeful that a good proportion of the
Camel would come back.
Brad will sow a further 60ha to the perennial
ryegrass this year.
He said March and April had been dry and two
10mm rainfall events in April had produced only
a patchy germination of the ryegrass.
•In time we will sow 75% of the home farm
(680ha) to perennials such as ryegrass and
lucerne,Ž Brad said.
The Lewis• sowed lucerne on a 30ha area on
the home farm five years ago and still have a
good plant density.
The switch to perennials will be accompanied by
a move to reduce paddock size.
•We have a lot of smaller four and five hectare
paddocks around the house and for lambing
and we will be dividing up the larger paddocks -
10 ha being an ideal area,Ž Brad said.

Progrow annual ryegrass is a proven variety in
Western Australia that has performed very well
for a number of years across a wide range of
soil types and management conditions.

Progrow being a Westerwolds type has very
quick seedling emergence and can be sown
into areas where early watering practises are
adopted offering increased early production.

The main attributes of Progrow annual ryegrass
are:
- excellent winter and spring production
- has tolerance to some waterlogging
- high quality forage
- can withstand hard grazing due to more

prostrate growth habit than other annual
ryegrasses

- suited where longer season growing season
available

- suited silage or hay

Progrow annual ryegrass with its quick seedling
emergence and prostrate growth habit could be
used where farmers are looking to reduce
Wimmera populations for the later introduction
of Safeguard ARGT resistant ryegrass.

By sowing at the break Progrow annual
ryegrass will establish very quickly and
compete aggressively with the local Wimmera.
Once established it can be grazed in a
rotational grazing system throughout the winter
and spring period allowing grazing animals to
eat the reproductive heads of the Wimmera
therefore reducing seed set whilst producing a
large quantity of high quality forage, achieving
a two fold benefit.

The pasture can be grazed completely out over
the late spring early summer period so a

minimal amount of reseeding will occur
therefore reducing the following years Wimmera
population.

By adopting a rotational grazing practise the
success of the above approach will be
enhanced as the higher stock numbers grazing
a given area will be less likely to selectively
graze the younger tillers only, as they would
under a set stock system, therefore giving a
greater chance of grazing the reproductive
tillers of the Wimmera plants.

A rotational grazing system will also produce
more total dry matter and have a higher level of
quality forage providing sound management
practises are adopted.

Progrow annual ryegrass, proven for grazing silage and hay

Sam Taylor, Bunbury very pleased with the
density and quality of the Progrow annual
ryegrass as a dryland pasture

Roper ryegrass for silage


